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Notice and Note Heinemann: Unlocking the Power of Literary Signposts for Readers and
Educators

In the realm of literacy education, Notice and Note Heinemann has become a transformative
approach that empowers students to become active, strategic readers. Developed by literacy
experts Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst, the Notice and Note signposts are designed to help
students recognize key moments in a text and deepen their comprehension. This method, published
through Heinemann, provides educators with practical tools to guide students in annotating texts,
asking meaningful questions, and making personal connections. By integrating Notice and Note
strategies into classroom instruction, teachers can foster a more interactive and reflective reading
experience that promotes critical thinking and lifelong literacy skills.

Understanding the Foundations of Notice and Note Heinemann
What Is Notice and Note?

Notice and Note is a set of comprehension strategies that encourages students to actively engage
with complex texts. It emphasizes the identification of specific "signposts"?moments in a story or
informational text that signal important shifts or insights. Recognizing these signposts helps students
understand the author's craft, predict future plot developments, and analyze themes more
effectively.

The Role of Heinemann in Promoting the Strategy

Heinemann, a renowned publisher dedicated to literacy and professional development, has been
instrumental in disseminating the Notice and Note framework. Through professional resources,
classroom materials, and workshops, Heinemann supports educators in implementing these
strategies with fidelity, ensuring that students reap the full benefits of active reading.

The Key Signposts of Notice and Note

The heart of the Notice and Note method lies in its six core signposts. Each signpost highlights
specific moments that students should be vigilant for while reading, prompting them to ask
guestions, make predictions, or draw inferences.
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1. Again and Again
- What it is: A recurring idea, phrase, or event that signals its importance.
- Purpose: To identify themes or patterns that may foreshadow future developments.

2. Words of the Wiser

- What it is: An older or wiser character offers advice to the main character.
- Purpose: To understand themes, morals, or lessons within the story.
3. Again and Again
- What it is: Repetition of events, phrases, or ideas.
- Purpose: To identify key themes or conflicts.
4. Memory Moment
- What it is: A flashback or memory shared by a character.
- Purpose: To understand character motivation or backstory.
5. Tough Question
- What it is: A moment when a character faces a difficult decision or dilemma.
- Purpose: To explore character development and plot tension.
6. Contrasts and Contradictions
- What it is: When a character acts in a way that contradicts earlier behavior or expectations.
- Purpose: To identify pivotal moments for analysis and prediction.
Implementing Notice and Note Strategies in the Classroom
Effective Techniques for Teachers

To successfully incorporate Notice and Note into instruction, educators can adopt several practical
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strategies:

- Explicit Teaching of Signposts: Introduce each signpost with clear definitions and examples.
Use anchor charts or posters to reinforce learning.

- Modeling Think-Alouds: Demonstrate how to identify signposts during shared reading.
Verbalize your thought process to show students how to engage with the text.

- Guided Practice: Provide students with short passages to practice recognizing signposts,
followed by discussions and reflections.

- Independent Application: Encourage students to annotate texts independently, marking
signposts and writing questions or insights in margins.

- Discussion and Reflection: Facilitate classroom discussions where students share their
findings and interpret the significance of identified signposts.

Using Notice and Note with Different Text Types
While originally designed for fiction, the Notice and Note strategies are versatile and adaptable to

various genres, including nonfiction, poetry, and informational texts. Teachers can tailor their
instruction by:

- Highlighting signposts relevant to the genre (e.g., "Memory Moments" in memoirs).
- Creating genre-specific anchor charts and graphic organizers.
- Designing activities that focus on identifying signposts within different text structures.

Benefits of Heinemann?s Notice and Note Approach

Enhancing Comprehension and Critical Thinking

By encouraging students to recognize signposts, the Notice and Note method helps them grasp
deeper meanings, make inferences, and analyze text more thoroughly. This active engagement
supports higher-order thinking skills essential for academic success.

Fostering Independence and Confidence

As students become familiar with the signposts, they gain confidence in their ability to navigate
complex texts independently. Recognizing moments of significance reduces reading anxiety and

promotes a sense of mastery.

Supporting Differentiated Instruction
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Notice and Note strategies are adaptable to diverse learners. Teachers can modify activities or
provide scaffolds to meet individual needs, ensuring all students benefit from the approach.

Aligning with Standards and Best Practices

The method complements Common Core and other literacy standards by emphasizing close
reading, text analysis, and evidence-based reasoning. It encourages a balanced approach to
comprehension instruction that integrates modeling, guided practice, and independent work.

Resources and Professional Development from Heinemann
Workshops and Training

Heinemann offers professional development opportunities to help educators master Notice and Note
strategies. Workshops include practical demonstrations, collaborative planning, and ongoing
support.

Classroom Materials and Guides

Teachers can access a variety of resources, such as:

- Student anchor charts

- Guided reading lessons

- Assessment tools for monitoring progress
- Sample lesson plans

Implementing a School-Wide Literacy Program

Heinemann?s resources support schools in adopting a cohesive literacy framework centered around
active reading strategies like Notice and Note, fostering a culture of engaged and thoughtful
readers.

Conclusion: Transforming Literacy Education with Notice and Note
Heinemann

The Notice and Note Heinemann approach represents a powerful shift in literacy instruction?from
passive reading to active engagement. By teaching students to recognize signposts, educators
equip learners with tools to analyze texts critically, make predictions, and understand underlying
themes. The strategies foster independence, boost comprehension, and prepare students for more
complex texts across disciplines. With Heinemann?s comprehensive resources and professional
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development offerings, teachers can confidently implement Notice and Note strategies to transform
their classrooms into vibrant communities of strategic thinkers and confident readers. Embracing this
approach not only improves literacy outcomes but also cultivates a lifelong love of reading and
inquiry.

Notice and Note Heinemann: An In-Depth Review of a Transformative Teaching Resource

Introduction to Notice and Note Heinemann

In the landscape of literacy instruction, Notice and Note Heinemann has emerged as a significant
resource designed to enhance students? close reading skills and deepen their comprehension.
Developed by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst, the Notice and Note strategy framework aims to
equip students with tools to actively engage with texts, identify key moments, and develop critical
thinking. Published by Heinemann, a reputable educational publisher known for its focus on
professional development and classroom resources, the Notice and Note system has garnered
widespread acclaim among educators seeking to foster strategic reading habits.

Overview of the Notice and Note Strategy Framework
Core Principles and Philosophy
The Notice and Note approach is grounded in the belief that effective comprehension stems from
students? ability to identify and analyze "signposts" within texts?specific, recurring features that
signal important moments and ideas. By teaching students to notice these signposts, teachers foster
active reading and metacognitive awareness.
The framework emphasizes three main goals:
- Engagement: Encouraging students to actively participate in their reading.
- Strategic Thinking: Developing students? ability to analyze text features and authorial intent.
- Deep Comprehension: Moving beyond surface understanding to critical interpretation.
The Five Signposts
The foundation of Notice and Note lies in five key signposts, each representing a different type of

pivotal moment in texts:

- Contrasts and Contradictions: When a character does or says something that conflicts with
previous actions or beliefs.
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- Aha Moments: When a character realizes or understands something significant.

- Tough Questions: When a character or reader asks challenging questions about the plot or
themes.

- Words of the Wiser: When a wiser or older character offers advice or insight.

- Again and Again: When a word, phrase, or event recurs, signaling importance.

Teachers guide students to recognize these signposts, prompting them to pause and reflect, thereby
fostering deeper comprehension and critical engagement.

Features of Notice and Note Heinemann Materials

Teacher's Guides and Resources

Heinemann?s Notice and Note suite includes comprehensive teacher guides that provide:
- In-depth explanations of each signpost.
- Strategies for modeling signpost identification.
- Lesson plans and activities tailored to various grade levels.

- Assessment tools to monitor student progress.

These guides are designed to support teachers in implementing the strategies seamlessly into their
existing curriculum, offering practical advice and scaffolded instruction.

Student Workbooks and Materials

Student-focused resources include workbooks and reading journals that:
- Offer structured prompts for students to record signposts.
- Encourage reflective writing about text moments.

- Provide practice exercises aligned with grade-level standards.

Such materials promote independent use of the strategies, fostering student ownership of their
reading process.

Professional Development and Training
Heinemann offers professional development workshops and webinars to deepen teachers?

understanding of the Notice and Note framework, ensuring effective implementation. These
sessions often include:
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- Modeling of instructional techniques.
- Opportunities for collaborative planning.
- Feedback and coaching for classroom application.

Implementation in the Classroom
Instructional Strategies

Implementing Notice and Note effectively requires strategic planning. Some key strategies include:

- Explicit Teaching: Introducing the signposts through direct instruction, with examples from texts.

- Modeling: Demonstrating how to identify signposts while reading aloud.

- Guided Practice: Engaging students in joint reading activities where they practice noticing
signposts.

- Independent Application: Encouraging students to apply strategies during independent reading.

- Discussion and Reflection: Facilitating classroom conversations about signposts and their
significance.

Integrating with Existing Curricula

Notice and Note can be integrated into various reading programs and curricula, complementing
existing comprehension strategies such as questioning, summarizing, and inferencing. Teachers
often embed signpost lessons into units on fiction, nonfiction, or literature circles, creating a

cohesive approach to literacy instruction.

Assessment and Monitoring
Assessment tools provided by Heinemann help teachers evaluate student understanding, including:
- Observation checkilists.
- Student journals and response prompts.
- Quizzes focused on identifying signposts.
- Rubrics for analyzing student discussions and written reflections.
Regular formative assessment ensures that instruction is responsive and targeted.

Strengths of Notice and Note Heinemann

Research-Based and Pedagogically Sound
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The strategies are rooted in cognitive and literacy research, emphasizing active engagement and
metacognition. The signpost framework aligns well with best practices in comprehension instruction.

Practical and User-Friendly Resources

Heinemann?s materials are known for clarity, ease of use, and adaptability. Teachers report that the
resources streamline lesson planning and facilitate student understanding.

Fostering Critical Thinking

By focusing on signposts, students learn to think beyond plot to analyze themes, character
motivations, and author intent, leading to richer interpretive skills.

Supports Differentiation

Materials include options for scaffolding and extending learning, making the framework accessible
across diverse learners and grade levels.

Professional Growth Opportunities

Workshops and collaborative planning foster a community of practice among educators, enhancing
instructional quality.

Challenges and Considerations
Initial Implementation Time

Teachers may require dedicated time to familiarize themselves with the signpost concepts and
strategies, especially if they are new to close reading techniques.

Varied Student Engagement

Some students might initially struggle to recognize or articulate signposts, necessitating ongoing
support and modeling.

Text Selection

The effectiveness of Notice and Note depends on choosing appropriate texts rich in signpost
opportunities. Teachers need to curate or adapt materials accordingly.

Balancing with Other Strategies
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While powerful, Notice and Note should complement, not replace, other comprehension strategies.
Integrating multiple approaches requires thoughtful planning.

Impact and Effectiveness

Numerous case studies and classroom anecdotes highlight positive outcomes from implementing
Notice and Note:

- Increased student engagement during reading.

- Improved ability to identify and analyze key moments.
- Enhanced discussion quality and critical thinking.

- Better comprehension scores on assessments.

Research indicates that when teachers use these strategies consistently, students develop stronger
metacognitive skills, leading to more independent and strategic readers.

Final Thoughts and Recommendations

Notice and Note Heinemann offers a comprehensive, research-based approach to developing close
reading and comprehension skills. Its focus on signposts provides students with concrete tools to
navigate complex texts, fostering active engagement and critical analysis.

For educators considering implementing this framework, the following recommendations are
pertinent:

- Invest time in professional development to understand the signpost concepts fully.

- Start with a few signposts and gradually incorporate all five into instruction.

- Use the provided resources flexibly, adapting to your students? needs and texts.

- Foster a classroom culture where noticing and discussing signposts becomes routine.
- Combine Notice and Note with other literacy strategies for a well-rounded approach.

Conclusion

In summary, Notice and Note Heinemann stands as a valuable addition to the literacy educator?s
toolkit. Its emphasis on strategic, active reading aligns with contemporary best practices and has
proven effective in enhancing students? comprehension and engagement. While it requires
thoughtful implementation and ongoing practice, the benefits for developing strategic, critical
readers are well worth the investment. As classrooms continue to evolve to meet diverse learners?
needs, frameworks like Notice and Note will remain vital in cultivating thoughtful, reflective, and
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autonomous readers.

QuestionAnswer What is 'Notice and Note' by Heinemann? 'Notice and Note' by Heinemann is a
teaching framework that helps students develop critical reading strategies by teaching them to
recognize signposts in texts that signal important moments or ideas. Which grade levels is 'Notice
and Note' primarily designed for? 'Notice and Note' is primarily designed for middle school and high
school students, typically grades 6-12, but its strategies can be adapted for various age groups.
What are the key signposts taught in ‘Notice and Note'? The key signposts include 'Again and
Again,' 'Contrast and Contradiction,' 'Aha Moment,' 'Tough Question,' 'Words of the Wiser," and
'‘Memory Moment," which help students identify important moments in texts. How does ‘Notice and
Note' enhance reading comprehension? It enhances comprehension by teaching students to
actively notice and analyze significant moments in texts, promoting deeper understanding and
critical thinking. Are there specific lesson plans or resources available for 'Notice and Note'? Yes,
Heinemann provides a variety of lesson plans, student notes, and instructional resources to support
teachers in implementing the 'Notice and Note' strategies effectively. Can 'Notice and Note' be used
with both fiction and nonfiction texts? Absolutely. 'Notice and Note' strategies are versatile and
applicable to both fiction and nonfiction texts, helping students engage critically with a wide range of
materials. What is the main goal of implementing 'Notice and Note' in classrooms? The main goal is
to develop students' ability to independently analyze texts, recognize key ideas, and become
thoughtful, strategic readers. How can teachers assess student understanding of 'Notice and Note'
strategies? Teachers can assess understanding through student annotations, reflections,
discussions, and responses to questions that require identifying signposts and explaining their
significance.

Related keywords: notice and note, heinemann, signposts, comprehension strategies, close
reading, literary signposts, reading annotation, instructional resources, teaching strategies, student
engagement



